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ABSTRACT 

This monograph contends that the same ethaic 
preoccupation that is pervading politics in the United States today 
is also dangerously affecting our educational system. Specitically, 
pluralistic demands placed on American schools are moving them away 
from the historical objectives of unifying, providing a common 
experience for a diverse population, establishing democratic ideals 
and devotion to civic duty, and providing basic vocational 
preparation. Examples of ‘pluralism gone mad' (defined as any attempt 
+o introduce, on the basis of social equity, programs that divert the 
educational process from the democratic goals and principles to which 
it is historically committed) include separation of curriculuag, 
activities, or services on the basis of race, ethnic background, or 
sex; bilingual education aimed at supporting a jobs program rather 
than valid educational purposes; accommodation of the idiosyncratic 
values and personal behavior of every individual; educational reform 
based on evangelism or spiritualism; attempts to make all learning 
activities relevant and immediately gratifying; and attempts to meet 
the curriculum desires of every special interest group and every 
political persuasion. Several recommendations are offered to guide 
reform of the educational system, including establishing parent 
governance committees at each school, strengthening the quality of 
teacher preparation, supporting affirmative action programs that lead 
to the employment of the best qualified persons regardiess of race or 
sex, and improving student achievement. The conclusion is that the 
agenda of American schools should be to concentrate on quality rather 
than pluralism. (DB) 
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Introduction 


America is in headlong retreat from its commitment to 

education, Polteal confusion and economic uncertainty 

have shaken the people's faath in education as the key to 

financial and social success... al stake ts nothing less 
than dhe survwal of American democracy. 


—Fred Hechinger 


lj discussing ethic politics, Newsweek columnist Mee Greentield 
stated, “We aren't dealing here with pluralivm or anything so grand 
ind political scencelike, but rather with pluralivm gone mad.” Her 
point is that politiciaty ae caving ethnic politics to extemes, Phe 
suitor of thiy fastback contends that the same ethnic preoccupation 
thatiy pervading politics is ho dangerously affecting our educational 
ssstem, Pluralisic demands placed upon oar schools, fram either the 
political lett or tight, ausdicet our efforts to create a just societya 
HAtOn af people, not blacks, Chicanos, whites, or Asians, 
Educational revisionists and traditionalists have dilferent paints el 
view thout what constitutes equal educinonal opportunity, Ladi: 
ironalists believe thatthe baste pur pases ol st hooks were articulated Lor 
them from the very begining of ony nation—to unity, to provide a 
common expetience for cdiverse population, (o establish democratic 
ideal. and to provide vocational preparation, hes view the U8. asa 
Land of great oppor iagity, aantry whereeactypervontcan lind SIEGES 
rough mntiitive, hand work, sellreliance, devotion ta civic duty, 
adherence to the fawsot God.andabove all, by obtaining a gond educa: 


Hon, Education equips one to climb the ladder of vocational succes, to 
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obtain the matertalrewardsof file, and tolive well tirettement, Phove 
whedo nat do well in school are destined to rena it uiskilled yobs, 
Liven theedge of poverty, and be dependenton others in then oldage, 

Atshe other end of the continue the educational revisionists, 
They see the (ulfillment of equal educitional opportunity in ten of 
multicultural education, bilingual education, intergroup educauon, 
global education, vanes chiification and other ellorts to help indi 
vidual students, particularly nunorities, actieve personal, econannc, 
anu social sticeeys, They suggest that schools have beer massively tn 
seusitive to the needs of the poor, minorities, dnd women, They can: 
teu that schools have perpetuated a social class system and have not 
provided equal educational opportunity for large segnients of ont 
population. Further, they citicize educators for promoting the melt- 
ing pot theory in their attempts to" Amenciaie” moageant children, 

The thesis of this fastback is that schools have beet and will can: 
tine to be the catnerstone ol atelleetive polaris al democracy and a sate 
moral society, Fhey are the poetry and soul of our coum, The poetry 
does vot alwavs have perfect meter: itis inore it: the sivte of Walt 
Whitman and Carl Sandburg, The dream ts nota complete reality, but 
itisin the making, Although reform is needed, itis not necessary to dis: 
mantle our schools in ordet va bring about change, Somewhere dong 
the continuum, between the ideologies of traditionalism and revision 
ism, lies reality, 

[nattempting to illustrate that realtty, the author will diseuss what 
is micant by educational pluralism gone mad, criticize changes that he 
perceives 10 be contadictow to the histarical purposes of public 
schools, and recommend steps to insure the preservation and conan 


ation ol the American ethos, 


Two Views of American Education 


The same reality may appear quite different 
to diverse groups and indrerduals, 


—Dard Tyak 


- 
Diatiinatn believe that schools lave made a massive contra 
Homie the success of ott nation, that they have given high prrarity to 
basic historical principles upon which this nation was founded: equal 
opporhinity, equal protection under the kaw, equal access to econoinic 
sulficencs, freedomt of choice, and along list of personal liberties, 
Mthough these principles hive not been extended to all our cazens 
throughout ont history, nor been adhered to and supported by allow 
leaders, they are always there, Written into out basic documents, 11let 
preted by our courts, articulated by aut political ind educational 
leaders, they are always nagging atau consciences, comlranning au 
actions, and pressing us to noble purposes, And they continue to be 
might by ont teachers and phacuced moar schooly better tian anys 
where else omy sadly, 

Our forelathers believed that government ol the people, by the 
people, and for the people would not work unless sapported by it 
svstent ot free public duction forall children. This belief that the 
vounyg were to be educated i the American syste did not grow aut of 
Kindness, hamanitarianisi, ef concent tor pustice, [vas iconcliston 
that was tached out of the desire to survive, [this nation could not 
exist half fee nd hall slave, i could not exist ball schooled and hall 
wnschooled, AR the nation’s young inust be schooled, Thomiay Jeffer- 


son, as trustee for the Cuiversity of Virgina, argued the necessity for 


@. 4. 
ERIC {i} 


Ieiching an American ethos, tee from the comupdon of butopean 
political ideas, 

Lhatour schools have done well in teaching the American system ty 
abundantly clear, Representative government hay survived and su 
vive well, Our Billof Rights ts stall in center stage despite McCarthy: 
ism, Nixon, and the book censors of the 1980s, The Supreme Court is 
still supreme. The people sull enjov the vate in deciding who will 
govern and who will not. These principles of gaverninent could nat 
have been sustained without schools, withont men and women whe 
understood democracy, who knew theirrights, and who could contront 
the system. Education inakes tt possible for citizens to control then 
goverment, modify their kaws, and adjust te historical changes, 

Traditionalists believe that schools have made a major canta 
ton in upholding edhical values in our society, An apen society te- 
quires that schools teach obedience to the law, a respect for property, 
‘and an adherence toa personal code oferhies. Wecan quarrel about the 
effectiveness of our current stiategies fo teadt such behavior, but we 
cannot argue about the need todo so, tis the responsibility of schools 
to assist int making our society a sale place in which to live, a sane place 
in which to work, and a moral place in which to think. 

Formerly schools contributed to the American ethos with tie moral 
lessons found in McGuffev Readers, Today they strugele with values 
clarification, Kohlberg’s stages of moral development, law-related edit 
cation, character education, and ethics education, What has happened 
to the schools’ ability to influence appropriate behavion fy the metal: 
iy of our nation so ambiguous Hhatiecae no longer be tanglitin out 
schools? Is it possible that phy vlistic extiemes have conhised values, 
bhirted ines between night ial wiong, pro loc etaical relativivin to 
the pont that it impairs the ability of tie schools to techy ethical 
beliavion? As we will examine later, plur. dsm vone nad aeatey a 
society with a no-aullmoraliey. His the attic wsol constrictive edie 
cational reform. 

Revisionists place great importance on-equatity ob educational 
opportunity, particularly for the poor, minorities, and women, Thev 
‘ire active promoters of special programs in-onr schools that aysure 


greater economic, soaal, and personal success for all students, Res 
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Visioniviy, ecognizing ie maeasing numbers of ellie backgrounds 
inca society, sugeest Chat rnderstanedinny cieve Garton herbages tn 
be an enc hing experience tor all student. Fo this end they advocate 
pluralistic approaches to cclucation wider vac abels as multiethnic 
education, intergoup education, gb bab education, and bilingual 
education, 

Revisionists suggest that in the past schools have failed to reypond 
to the needy uf our growing etluic population and have nat provided 
equality of edicational epportimity, They document che fathite of 
schools by citing the difference between blacks and whites in income, 
by showing thal minorities and women do notattain high positons of 
leadership, and by demonstrating that these hool dropout rateis higher 
for minorities than itistor whites, They prevent mformauan thatshows 
that the schools have histarically been cantratled bywhite, mnidale-class 
mnales, Phey point out diac upward sorta mebiliy is kargely an illasion 
aml that class position hay beet rigidly mamtaned in our county. 

Interpreting history ty a diffier Ieayigement, Both traditionalists 
and revisionists have a tendency o report only the ends of the cons 
rinunun, What is not early established are the contributions ofeduca- 
tion to blacks, tthe Spanistesyy ching, and tonative Americans, Diane 
Raviteh make a> cong cave lor ole ky enjoving greater economic se 
cess than in the past, In her book, Te ivevasionits Revised: Critique of 
the Radical ddtack onthe School ,she Hersdautathatindiqnetiatmare 
blacks are now moving we to equity with whitey than ever before, Re- 
visionists, however, wecubs her work and present dita to shew that 
economic paity bas been obtained by only small percentage of 
blacks, Spanish-speaking, andl native Americans, Further, anemplay 
ment tigures continue to show that mmoriies me unemptoved tn diss 
proportionate mumbery compared tow hites, In same reas (Poot inner: 
City young minorities are unemploved, As expressed by [ayes Kantor 
in Revisionasty Respond (o Ravitch, such fminimalfadvancement 
may act Lo defuse untest by convinemy many al the aper nature ofthe 
economic syste and the benevolence of the ruling elites.” Tay the 
revisionsty’ beliet thal our nition Gur sutvive tnd prosperonty feu 
educational systens respands positively to the growing needy of ou 


pluralistic society, 
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Pluralisin Gone Mad 


Wr esen't deatine here with pduralim or 
an ine so grand and political s rencelike, 


wat rather with plural cone md. 
—Mry Greenfield 


P crahisen gene ital ris be defined ay ay ale | vee nentPadiuiee, On 
the basisol sou tal equit, poeta thar divert the edict al places 
hora the devwortatne goily and priticiples to wlucls ats tistorieall 
conumited Same examples of plugalisun gene mad te 


Separanir of curricadlamy, actavities, ar services an the basts af 


rare, ethic hackeround, of ye. 
© Halneral efuc ation atmed at supypettine yobs pear tate 


than valid duc attottal purpeases, 

5 Moral elarvim that aecomimedates the whossnetauc salary 
anil petsarial Lela ir al evets tndivaciuial. 

1 fduncauiomal reforan based ont evange) ste ot sparitistist. 
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insttue tonal superticahty, 
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Separatisn 
Minorities and ethnic groups bave pressured x heats ta establish 


ceqaatee Cut ses ani Ie HIVT Hes that isolate students by nace at ethan 


orem Courses subi as Black Srudies, Chicana [istary, it Naive 
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POTATO YOCHRC UOT, Dit Ck DONOP SOCICTIES, SPAN IA SOCCOL amy, and 
Sons of Tay festivals are equally misguided efforts. The whens of 
Black History Week, Spanish Heritage Day, or halian-Amenican 
Month ts a poor substrate for genuine camentum Titegration af 
minouty contibutions ta the history ol out mation, An in-depth sinus 
for all students of Martin Luther King in social studies and AP, Gian: 
nin in economics would serve the purposes of education far bewer. The 
contributions of Marcouior Booker T, Washington or Caesar Chavez ur 
Ella Flagg Young tothe history of our nation, studied by all students in 
integrated classes, is far superior to establishing token courses for each 
ractal and ethnic group ot, for that matter, the “peculiar needs af 
women,” 

Furthermore, not every minority who ever lived is worthy of being 
Mudie in school; nor is every trivial historical eventasource ot pride 
for mdnorities, women, or etbnic groups, And itis yet to be established 
that the study of black English or the study of any diafect or regional 
language helps childien to sueceed in school, We should fallow the 
advice of Ricardo Garcia who cautions us to eyamine cuelully the 
curticulimn that purports to teach respect far individuctls and cultural 
dillerences but which stresses “ethnocentrism which leads to wpb 
tion, exCusivity, and fagmentation of our society,” 


The condescending attitude that the “poor, under-imtivated 
minorities and ethnics” eed “special inivtruction” an“ wolated 


causes” taught by “ethnic modely" as a font of bigntiy, [has she stull 


ouol which yaetsat rises and discrimination is legitimated, [would 
be bette to Gncentiate ou elforis on relonming he total cunticalug 
ant upgrading our teatime progiainy, Eduealors eed 
wider stand better the Lies of our nation as thew apply ta schools and 
become nnore literate about the various peoples who contribute to the 
gieainess OF this nation, Whatas needed iy relorny of the mamstean 


Cumiieutumt ied reform inthe governance of edaeation 


Bilingual Jobs Programs 
When bitingual edication jy diseaysed, has olten difficult Wut 


vate educational statewies from the tiaplos ment needs of nimtonnies, 
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“Students who donot understand English are effectively foreclosed 
from any meaningful education.” The unanimous decision af the 
Court, written by Justice William 0, Douglas, ardered the eit of San 
Francisco to help Chinese children im the schools master English. Iedid 
not anandite the employment of peuple based onethnteorigin, What a 
did say way that children could not learn af they did not understand 
English. 

The ain of bilingual education is to help chitdien learn to speak 
English, Unfortunately, the courts havecontused this obligation of the 
public schools with the employment needs of the nation, In Serna, 
Portales ord Aspiro of New York v. Board of Fducation the courts te: 
quited bilingaal instruction and the employment of more Spanish. 
speaking teachers. In Oteray, Mesa County Valley School and Guade- 
lupe Organization v, Tempe Elementary School District the cous said 
that childien fd no constitutional ight to bilingual bicultural edu- 
aillon beyond “measures to cure existing language deligencies” oF ay 
a remedy fordiscr mination.” The confusion of varonscourt decisions 
and resulting demands and pressutey from federal regulations prevent 
local school districts front providing effective isststance to childien 
with language problem, 

The foregoing should not be construed ta mean thar bilingual 


education ty not needed, Rather, it isa plea to permit facil disti ty to 


Hecide how best to tinplement the Law decision aad to hold then 
responsible for doing yo, Phe goal isto tiaptave studeatts: profictenes 


in English, not tocmploy speatic people toachieve ie profaeney, 


Moral Relativism 

Pluratisny in our socety has produced amoral imate that tells 
evervone to establish a seuse of whatis aghtaunl wtone for you, This 
trend haya way af bhiaving the Linits of cmoral code, Lathe educa 
tional ater dhty (end bas produced amo-laattmonality and relatis ast 
values, Jeb Stuart Magnider’y testiriany befare the Senate iy an es: 
tuple of such inontl contusion, He jusutied Watergate becuse of 
niutlonal security, The eles tion of Nixon, Lereasoned, tity su tnpote 


Cant that at should be accomplished atall costs, ever illegal meas, In 
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success aliead of personal standards and cleverness ahead of character,” 
said Ewald Nyquist, former New York State Commissioner of Educa 
tlon, 

Schools, if they are to survive, must protect and aruculate miaral 
standards, ethical behavior, and historical principles of social cohe- 
sion, {tts their function to teach the common beliefs that unite us as a 
free nation. 


Spiritual Reform 

It has become fashionable to try to reform the schools by propound: 
ing evangelical mumbo-jumbo and catchy slogans. Those who want to 
telorm the schools through “salvaion” by returning prayer to the 
classroom, by burning “dirty books,” by removing “secular human: 
isin” from the cufriculum seem to be oblivious to the Fist Amend- 
ment, School reform will not come about by seeing visions, expert: 
encing revelations, shouting “amen in assembly halls, or by submit 
ting to the will of spiritual leaders. Meths have been used throughout 
history by despots and demagogurs, hey are not effective methods for 
improving schools, What is needed instead, is hard work, regular 
attendance, adherence to rules and regulations, respect for teachers, 
and adesire to learn—all of which are congruent with quality educa 
tion, 


[relevancy of Relevance 

The pluralistic demands on teachers to make the curriculum “rele. 
vat’ have resulted in many irrelevant courses and learning activities, 
The trend toward mini-courses, real-life courses, fan courses, and 
ethnic courses generally provides shallow knowledge and reduces a 
student's tine for more serious educational opportunities, According 
to the National Association of Secondary School Principals, schools 
that have maintained high achievement, in both urban and rural set 
lings, have also maintained strong requirements for graduation, They 
have not substituted so-called “relevant” courses for traditional ones. 


If 


reduce class size ot employ aides to help teachers. 

A quality education may nots ercomeall the handicaps ol poverty, 
hut it will go long way toward providing equal access to good jobs, 
‘This is far more important than justifying medivere television pro: 


gramy in the name of relevancy, 


Multicultural Overload 

The study of cultural differences provides many opportunities for 
teaching basic principles of tolerance, respect, and appreciation of 
differences: but if the schools are expected to teach the cultures of all 
aroups and the preferences of all political persuasions in our nation, 
then the curriculum will become so overloaded that Little of substance 
will be accomplished. 

It is encouraging to see a end in the reduction of courses rather 
thaw the proliferation of them, What was once a smorgashard of inde- 
pendent, fragmented multicultural courses is now becoming an inte: 
grated history program that includes the important contribudons of all 
people, An example of such consolidation is the effort of Westminster 
College in Salt Lake City, As described by Dean Douglas W. Steeples iN 
the 22 September 980 issue of the Salt Lake Tribune, the college will 
do the following: 

1, Cut the number of asses nearly in hall 

2, Limit the number of available degrees. 

4, Place g cater emphasison writing, mathematics, and computer 
Suen, 

{, Continue a stion.: program in liberal avs, 

5, [ustill in all students a sense of ethical responsibility. 

[tis hoped that many more sttioolsnd colleges wil fallow thispathand 


ineorpartate ethnic studies inte the mainstream curt iculum. 


Special Interest Pressures 
One need only attend! school board meetings to understand how 
extensive the de ands of vested interest groups areon our schools, One 


grotyp wants tactiens to dispense calcium tablets, another requests that 
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use students to collect money, sell cures, distribute posters ane Here 
ture, Various other groups plead for every Kind ol service, ranging from 
afternoan to door-to-door transportation servi 
not only from the public but (rom 
issue recquests could 


babysitung in the late 
Such pluralistic demands come 


individual board members as well. Such single 


destroy the effectiveness ol boards af education and prevent them from 


giving appropriate Jeadership to the schools 

schools must be balanced with the 
needs of the entire school, Continued concern for the special interests 
of every group at the expense af the general population is the kind of 
pluralism which makes it impossible for the schools ta provide good 


Special interest pressures On the 


ecication (or everyone. 


Summary 

Pluralism gone mad 1s eroding the 
their jobs well. In their attempts 10 create egalitarian environments, 
they have established token opportunities for blacks, the Spanish 
andothers, Thisisnotontly detrimental to 
unity for all stucents but 18 espe- 


ability of public schools to do 


speaking, native America's, 
quality education and equal apport 
cially harmful to the minorities for which they were established. 


Pluralism gone mal in the gelnools is seem in the establishment of 


separate coutses [or minorities, attempts t0 be relevant excessive COM 
coutnses, mroral relativista can 


ceyn for vested Interests, pruliferation of 
uns. These kinds of pluralist 


fusion between education and jobs progr 
have not improved educational opportunites for minority groups. 
created confusion, ambivalence, and fear. 

historical traditions of our nation, 


mbedded in out national docu: 


instead, they have 

A renewed emphasis on the 
based on the demacratc principles ¢ 
de better results. However, providling quality educa: 
ant easy task. TL vequites ageressive met and women 
educators who ae contnitted to narrowing the gap heaween principles 
‘not be dismantled in order toamprose then. 
aul devisive attacks 


meri, maly prov 
tion for all ts not 


and practice, Schools nee 
Propasals [nt deschooling, rampant pluralism, 
one our sehoals do need to be understood, but they should not be the 


hasis for reform. 
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Pluralism and Educational Reform 


Kducation in a liberal soctety must sustamn 
andl hold in balance ideals tha coexist 1m 
tensions equality and excellence. 

— Diane Ravitch 


Scns ane nnited institutions. They have not always (ulfilled al of 


our expectations. tnareas where they have not served well, hey should 


be improved, But attempts to improve them often create dl conflict 


berween the ideal of equality and the desire far excellence. A case n 


point is the push to assure every studenta high school diplonta andthe 


concomitant pressure to strengthen graduation standas Likewise, d 


en equity for sctool employees and account 
9, between safeguarding (On: 


balance is needed: 1) betwe 
ability for providing quality education, 
slitutiontal rights of students and providing appropriate teuching and 
J the rights of parents to infTuence the 


learning conditions; 3) Jetweet 
ses for doing $0; 1) between cultural 


schools and appropriate plore 


needs and cuiriculam Limitations: 1 betwe 
gerne sniety sho coc between federal canal 


shetween educational finance and pili 


en what the schivals can dlo 


and what athera 
and local responsibility, 7 
accountability, Let's examine tat by of these seven tems. 


Employee Equity and Accountability 


A basic principle alyted innursctioaly ty that eamplavers will he 


treed fairly and that tet due process rights will be protected, Unlu- 


avs been (he cave; vind as long ay unfair ph 


tunately this has not alw 
and tonewattate ereale! 


tices exist, employees will continue to organne 


snd reater security measures The result is extended conflict, which 


I!) 


establish quality education. 

“Vhis balance can be established dhioigh a system of shared gavern- 
ance Shared governance gives employeesan op yortnnily to participate 
in the govermanre af the school distric and helps to make boards of 
eduration mote responsive tothe neds of emplovees. atsuestablishes 
orderly procedures for resolving onflict and for developing strategies 
to improve schools, Without shared governuaice public anhidence in 
the schools declines, and pluralistic demandy increase. Legislatures 
become oppressive, Parent unions ae formed, Digsatislactions ts (uur 
rently evident instate lovislativeetfortstoreform teachercertfication. to 
test teachers, extended probationary peritas, to repeal tenure laws, to 
offeronly short-term contracts to administrators, anddiwestablishevalu- 
ation of all educational personnel. Faced! scith a hostile eusnianiment, 
school employees have become more concer nec with safety and sec unity 


than with providing better *ducaeton for students, Clearly reforin inthe 


area of governance is needed. 


Students’ Rights and Appropriate Conditions 
for Teaching and Learning 

Protecting the constitutional rights of students 1s often confused 
with establishing sound teaching and learning conditions. Thus the 
connplaian heard vo alten is that the coutts ate runming ott scfiools ot 
thar the counts “won't fers do anything,” Courts lanily the coustittl 
tional rights of our cituens, but they generally have me teres HO! 
desire to run the schools, Lhacresponsibility i fetta boats of edict 
tion and school officals. 

Ln Line with their vesponsibilines educators Hust not require clul- 
dren to puay in school, ignote due process pracediites, divciiminie an 
thy basis of tace, sex, ethnic group, economic position a andi ap MI 


the same atyduleiem nay pra af they wit such raving does ma 


interfere with teaching and learning. Sumuatly, scliouly cumot dens 
the expression of fhe speech, even in svimbualie annuraier (pots, Hn: 
bands, ev but sclionls can control such exgatessions by Hiaratasng thier 


to certain hours or specific places, Reform mn this ated ts 041 perme 


4) 


COP TCI RAUTY COU GHOTS TVG CHBET CIE Up OF HEH CVE TL 
IL is appropriate to-createa “sol” environment for students, especially 
minorities. Thus, extreme behaviors are tolerated at the expense af a 
positive learning cuvironment, Such anisetided attitudes are harmful 
roll students and especially to minorities whom they were intended to 
help, 

Balance inthis anew is possible tf school personnel teach early 
the difference between historical rights to freedom of expression and 
the abuse of such iglis when itinterferes with the rights af others to 
learn, Denial of tights creates repression, hostility, conflict, Lawsuits, 
and host of school district problems, On the other hand, pluralistic 
preoccupation with expression of rights reduces education toa cont 
von of rdividudl whiny, Equality of educational opportunity Gur 
best be pravided by til expectations, protection af constitutional 
rights, and apploprate contol of the conditions for teaung and 


learning, Hasn't easy, bun itis right 


Parent Participation in Decision Making 

Placing esponsibility and decision making atthe school butldiig 
level iy one of the hess to better schools, Parent partic pation ls espe 
cially areded when making important educational decisions for stu 
deat, Michael Trmpane writing in The Search for bffer tier Seinals 
HGSEAB, Vol ANY, Noo Fall 1980) argues that what happens atthe 
schol building level oninieipal teaderships, staff sophistication, parent 
participation, home s¢haol partnership programs, local planing} s 
what motivates schools to tmyatove Hay alyo al tits pont tliat the ree 
soriuon of public confidence in schools can aca. by establishing 
eovernanee at the school unt level, we enn fever the demands an 
central boards af education anu improve schools at the saime tune, 

Ronald Filmonds in his aricle, “Elective Schools far Crban 
Poo,” Ldueatronal Leadersdap (October 1974, supports this pout al 
sie ia Summiaty of research on ellective urban sctinals, 

1 They have song admitnisuative feaderstup. 


2 They havea Climete of high expectation, 


i 


OO 
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{, Thes have song programs for learning bas'e skills 

§. School energy and resources are used to promote fundamental 
objectives, 

6. They monitor pupil progress an a regular basis. 

Decentralized governance allows the board of education toestablish 
standards of excellence but gives local schools freedom to implement 
those standards, When standards are not achieved, the boand will inter. 
yene in the governance process and take convective action, Gantse- 
quently, standards become the criterta for evaluating effectiveness, and 
evaluation becomes a juint responsibility of the board of education and 
the local schools. 

Such a partnership can lessen plusalisticdemiands on entra boards 
of education, Decisions as to what can and cannot be done will be 
uunderstond better shen one is responsible for implementing those 
decistons and lorallocating funds to support the decisions, can con 
tribute also establishing harmony between superintendents and 
hoards of education. All of this should contribute to orderly operations 


and better education. 


Cultural Needs and Curriculum Limitations 

Curriculum reform is needed to include the many peaple who have 
made enormous contributions to our nation, especially blacks, the 
Spanish-speaking, and native Americans, These groups have been hiy- 
worically forgotten, Ricardo Garciacallsthese the “unmet table” persons 
of our society, [Lave are wo reform curricultam successfully, however, we 
cannot respond to every request ant of historical gui, We do not need 
separate Couns, but we de need! to incorporate mnarits history into 
the regular programs of the schoo, We must find a proper balance 
betsveen important persons and eventsand adesite to right the wrongs 
of yesterday, Sophie A. Weliseh, in her article, "Evhnic Education; 


Promise and Peril” in Equality and Liberty in kducation, save. 


Edhnic studies around the county show a promistag beginning an the 
direction of pluralisin, However, inattatempt tecompensale the minot- 
anes, soe patowtamny fave euupasterd (he positive salies ethic 


'") 


eae ce MS Tee 


Moreover, ethnic programs often presuppose theexistenceal monolithic 


Fg OO, oe Ee RB eee, ROE Oe See Tene eee ee eae Ree oe 


groupsand ignore variations of class, sex, excupation, and ageas well as 
the racially mixed backgrounds af many Americans, Some programs, 
especlally Black studies, have aften been mntrxtuced hasty, poorly inte: 
grated ato the American history camiculum or isolated from il, and 
hanelled very uncitically, Without a strong commitment to the dad 
tony and objectives which bind ws together ay a nation, the fares of 
alienation and separations will invariably suengthen. 


We aust continue to incolporate minority content in-every curricu 
Jum ater where itis appropriate: in history, social studies, art, music, 
11 Hiterature, science, and mathematics. Reform in these areas requines 
4 omiptehensive re-examination of all areas ofstudy, Inthe long run, | 
believe that strong, progressive, curriculum reform will impravecduca: 
tion for minorities more than busing, wacial balance, or equalizing per 
plipil expenditures, 

The conflicts created by demands for bilingual? bicultural educa: 
tion have deterred ar misditected schools fom doing the more impor: 
tant job of quricalum reform. Similarly, accusing school employeesof 
being “racist and unconcerned” has made them resistant to partic pa 
(om appropriateestiucturing of the curriculum, [tis time to put the 
allegations and conflict aside and to start curriculum reform that will 
give proper attention to ethnic and vacal minorities and to women, 


Responsibility af Sdiosts and of Other Agencies 

Schools canta da all that people believe they should do, At the 
same ime ches an tilfiil thei responstbitities better with the coopers 
tion of other serial negations, For example, we cuir educute handl- 
capped chitdien Latcecannet alleviate tier health problem; thats 
Iesponstbility al the health agencies, Wecan educate minorities but we 
without regular atendince; responsibility fav regular attendance 
helonys to the parents ay mudi as it does to the school, 

Schools da not operate iba vacuum, Television, eburch, parents, 
Jobs, sports, social activities all af these rarpete lor students’ tine 


anthenelyy. Hemght be wise, therefore, to form alliances where each 


a 


2) 


jrstdtutyeand QUES EEN 
gector cu help teach driver education, The medical profession cat 
assist with sex eh caliOn, ‘The legal profession cin help with hiv: 


related education, Business and jndusuy can teach vocational educe 


tion, and tility cearmypeanes al apssist WHE ETCTRY ( onservation duct: 
dion ‘There are unlimited parine 
schools from being the single clue 

‘The pluralism of expectations th 
f Lyndon Johnson way unfortunate, Expecting 
{on savcial injustice 


sshipstharcan bea cated torelieve the 
ational institution 1 the soe jel. 
ancteptintothe schools during the 


Great Society days 0 
schools to win the war on racism, ON POverly, a 
was unrealistic, However, echouls cin help toallevtate social problems 
by educating students (0 think, Wo get yobs, to appree inte freedom, ane 
co understand the principle 
functions that schools can pe 
assumed by other social agencies, Whent suc» 
public andl prtvate teenie will da 


of democratic govermnen! {iew ae 
form well, Other edie atte ce 


stiould be vance if 


cespponsibility I established, bath 


their jobs better, 


Balance of Government Responsibility 

“rhe November 1980 Phi Delta Kappan reported thal ant of the 
mmajor issue’ ol 1930-81 is “hig-brotherism by the fledgling Federal 
Education Department.” Negative reaction (0 stich bigebrathetisin 1 
nthe Department and Congressover apptr 


seen in the struggle betwee 
crimination, bilingual education, 


priate regulations covering se dis 
eclucation {or disadvantaged students, and programs for handicapped 
students under PLL, HD Excessive regulatory imposition on putilic 
gc lias toa created a strong CONBTC 
tow aC e they ae disseminated. The pc 
supported hn National School Board Asvocation, American Feder 
Herol Cec chets, Americal Association of School Administrators, and 


nerally supported by various parent 


gsiomal response Lo approve regula: 


sition of Congress is hein 


most education groups. Tt is ge 
BrOUIps. 

Establishing a balance 
tricts and the federal government will not he 
st he dispelled. The myths ae: 
anything unless forced to do soy 


between the functions of focal school «is: 
east, but inorderto dosoa 


number of myths mu 
1, Local districts won't a 


4 


he ERE SAO 
appalnters, 

1 One cannot be trusted if heeshe works in Washington; 

4, Local school districts and the federal governauent have different 
objectives. 

‘The truth of the master is that both Tevels of goverment have 
sarenethy and weaknesses. What is needed is a cilferentiation of fune- 
tions so that the strengths of bath cant be manimized. Federal ageniaes 
contribute most when they evaluate, eave broad direction, and establish 
eeneral policy. Local districts do best when they identify problems, 
develop programs, select appropriate instructional strategies, an 
secount to the public for schooh expenditures. 

The federal government should get aut ofitsregulatory andlinspet- 
tion role and take on amoral feadershap role. I should articulate the 
purpuses of education, evaluate school quality, and establish stim 
dards, Local districts should be pressed to develop beter school pro- 
gqams, improve standards, evaluate employees, and heaccountable for 
results, [he partnership between federal agencies and local school dis 
riers works well if local districts are given maximum feedon to 


achieve federal purposes. 


Adequacy of Financial Support and Public Accountability 

Ay long ay there is a general fecling that scliools are deteriorating, 
seate HeeisTatunes will not be supportive of increasing school expendi- 
nares, Even thouelt we may believer that adequate financial support 
should come first, educational improvement should (ake precedence. 
(ur only choice is to unprove what ou schools do. Then they will be 
more valued. Wemust improve test scares, restorestiunlards of conduct, 
build bridges with parents, deventralize governance articulate igh 
expectations, proteet constitutional riebts of stclents, ad do well al 
those things that pluralistic demands and ambivalence of purpose have 
weakened, Then we can ask for mare money. 


Summary 
Social equality, economic freedom, and personal success are Nal 


ut 


jostle ve ittiont qintliy ecttie ti My Irestable! oy balance between 


viel nl eyes ui vit Wall i quali, YON i obanucd 


Hoare nt ited thal weakells the sched y a ty ta porvnliict eithel 


1 
cequcey ot equality Socal objectives must be seer eH peer pa 


Wis sa [oestae alae 
pectin HK schoolyaciicnettehete tvthen active tt borin abt 


oa 


uatetatesy rst diver Ge speed EEC, ivibe oui pe 
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ibiwedl oot 
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Schools and the American Ethos 


ie snewes something to bea member of the human tace. 
Honeans something to bea part of home Suprens. 

It means something, af you Like, to think of ourselves 
as caliren of God. dnd at means somellang to be an 
Amerntcan, our frends from ather cotounes 
will forgave that (ttle remark, 

Dean Rusk, June 25, 1980 
1980 Kiwanis Intemational Convention 


p 

Tih Cited States of Americais ikea cluster of grapes. Phe sepatate, 
individual grapes are held together by a common stem. Rach grape has 
freedom, limited only by ity attachment to the stent The individual 
wraps mat be of different color, shape, ot size, Each, however has the 
strengtl af the whole, held together by the stem. 

Ihe simile may be too simple, [tdoes, nevertheless, illustrate how 
ont avon dunctions, Individual men and women, different a niany 
wavs, ate bonded together by acommon ethos, When separated from 
tharethos, both freedom and strength are Tost. [ty from the stem that 
one gaits fierdom and thant the psocittion with the whole that one 
obtains suength, So Laas cach ty part of the whole, the system gives 
strength and freedom tiie Beng a patt al te whole gives each a 
erveot well-being inthe knowledge thataners set uieandisguaranteed 
the exerci ot pervanal Liberties. halo pros ides direction tor oinmnon 
PAT PDNes. 

What needs to be recognized ty that the Amer icin experiment was 
based on sometting—it did not just happen. Those who founded this 


a 


a 
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nation wrote some Important ideas IMto OU national documents, [tts 
those ideas tharmust be tanghtin our schools. It is those ideas hat form 
the stem that provides freedom and security, isan ethos that supports 
diversits with limits, @.common language with freedom to Tea ans 
other Language one wishes to learn, and at set of political principles that 
distinguishes us from all other nations, Ie was established agamist 
background of abuse, exploitation, and political repression, Hantic 
lates the rights, responsibilities, and conditions under which this 
nation will exist. [thas withstood the tests of a civil wat, the assassin: 
tion of nations! leaders, depression, corruption in high places, explo- 
sive growth, the agonies of Viewam, and audjustment to scarcity, Te hits 
worked well, 

it has now become fashionable for some to be super a tical because 
our system has not solved all our problems nor wor ked effectively for 
everyone, The diversity of our political systen does not end itself to 
simple panaceas, Unresolved problems may’ be she penalty we pay {om 
political democracy and personal liberties, What is Important to Te 
member, however, is that the American cthos has heen the social bond 
that has held us together. The ethos consists of the following: 

|. Belief in the worth and the perfectibility of human life on this 
earth; 

© Conviction that democratic societies have mate to offer than 
tutalitarian ones, 

3. Faith in reason and in orderly solution of conflict between indi: 
viduals and between nations; 

4, Respect for knowledge and a strong commitment 0 education 
for all; 

5, Protection of personal liberties witht limits established by taws 

6, Equal protection nnder the farw and equal opporiunety for per- 
sonal and economMe SUCCESS, 

The American ethos has sustained uy fot over 200 years. thas made 
it possible for us to survive many crises, And it will eventualls lead us 
through the quicksand of pluralism gone mad. The problems of the 
19805 are no more difficult than those af the T8805 01 the 1780s. The 
problem of plenty has now become the problem ol scarcity, The con: 


quering of the wilderness iy now the preservation of the environment. 


28 


But the ethos hay not lunged. Lile ry stl sucted. Hieedom is sul 
valued Qpportiney is sul] possible, Education iy stall a necessity, 

Min acer ethos ty a balance between individual riehts and the 
publi cond, Ware iteypecty diversity, ifextiacts conformity in some 
areas, \elite at ctcoutages freedom, it places restiictions on all mem 
ers ul socaety, While it provides equal opportunity, 1eexpects the 
individual to luke advantage of existing opportunities. [Ua fine and 
delicate balance, Ie works well. 

{believe thatthe schoalsnf she future will once agai etn to laste 
democratic ideas found in out national documents asa richyatiee lon 
curticuia, eypecially in the area ol character at citizenship education. I 
is my belief that as we enter a third century as hee nation, the Ameri: 
cam ethovof freedom, opportunity, self-reliance, hind-won Koadherence 
to law, reypeet for individinals, and commitinent to 1igeton standards 
will become the norm of ant schools, Outs hools and calleges au do 
much to enhance the quality of Tile for the studenty whe atiend them. 
We have a responsibility to belp young people to lean appropliate 
sills cand attinedes. We must have a song determmation to ceate 
schools thatare just. We must conuinue out commitmentrocducale all 
children, Nothing thatwe da, however, ty ts mportantsty (it hing the 
American ethos, Theethoy is the glue which holdsiy together, {iso 
suength. His the basis for personal freedom, Without it, natmuch 


elye is posstble. 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 


Tia who examine and evaluate the history of out schools do not 


alwavy agree on the extent wo whict schools have contributed to out 


nation, Tradinionalists tend lo augment the 
faults, There are some who credit the schools with 


IP VITtUies; revisionists wend 


wy magnify then 
mare than they deserves others expect of schools more than they cin 
deliver, Regardless af whereeach ison the contin, some agreement 
can be reached! about the following: 

1. Public schools have successfully assimilated millions of immi- 
grunts tO the mainstream of the WS. 


9. Excessive pluralistic demands on schools h 
aul quality education, particulatly 


ave produced con 


fusion between equil opportunity 
where minorities aie concerned, 
made a Strong contribution to the econOnM 
growth of ou nation and wo the standard of living enjoved by all. 

L Elistorical naditions an principles of freedom taught in 
public education have beet and swill continue 10 bethe glue that helds 
an effective political demochacy. 
ablishes a delicate bal: 


4, Schools have 


us together ds 
5 Educational reform 1s needed which est 
ance between equals and excellence, 
The following we recommendations (0 guide the rel 
atthe sume mie presets 


orm of on 


echicational svstem i this country while 


the American ellos an wvlriebe it iy biatt 

1. Require a top school official in each dinnict to be responsible 
lor promoting cqquitl educational opportunity with the authonty to 
inplement coneaive action when needed. 


© Establish parent governance committees al ea schinol site, 


i) 


ation programs 10 include stronger con 


gy, economics, and philosophy, and 
paratory pro- 


+ Reform teacher educ 
centration on history, sociolo 
n certiliation requirements to a five-year pre 


lengthe 
sould form parmerships to 


gram. Colleges and school districts st 
ality of teacher preparation. 

ducation community to combat racism, 
(human rights, first within its own 
by instituting review boards t0 


strengthen the qu 
4, Combine efforts of thee 
anti-semitism, and violations 0 
ranks and then iu the general sucitly, 
exqumirte practices. 
5, Support affirm 
ment of the best qualified per 
6, Expect each school to accept 


behavior based on the principles of democracy. 
her social agencies 10 provide subs 


ative action programs that lead to the employ- 


sons regardless of race OF SCX: 
the responsibility to teach moral 


7, Korm partnerships with Of 
to students and to families. 
cies as part of the board of education's 


onof education processes and per 


sicliary services 
g. Establish evaluation poli 
responsibilives, and see that evaluat 
sonnel performance ‘5 conducted annually. 
), Work with legislatures (0 protect the financial support of etl 


ction. 


10, {miprove student achievement, 
No government ought (0 be with: 


Thomas Jefferson ance stated,” 
ay the 


{where the press is free, none ever will.” We cans 


out CeNSOls, Abate 
ritics. While cries 


root ought to exist without ¢ 


may not alwavs be right, they do alert uy to our WeAKNESSES. 

Foy sume time naw educators have tried pluiralisin 0 improve the 
ray intensified conflict and 1n- 
yols, In arder to establish 


same {or schools. Nos 


schools. Ithas not worked too well LU 
jected polities into the operation of OUT sch 


the quality of education and provide equal opport 
ggmentauion, We need lo 


ani less thous heir flaws 
ducate better than 


unity, espectally for 


minorities, weneed COMMON purposes, Not fr 


eal: moreabout what isright withthe schools 


and failures. The genta ol OUT st hoolsshould be toe 


ever before, Quality janppe valve pluralist 19 not. 
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